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Simulation Study on the Match between Digital Search Capability and Organizational
Structure: An NK Model Approach
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Abstract

Does digitalization always call for decentralization? We address this question through a
computational experiment based on the NK fitness landscape model. Digitalization is
operationalized as the search radius d (Hamming distance an agent can explore per step), while
organizational structure is modeled as centralized (single-agent global optimization) versus
decentralized (two-agent sequential local optimization). Across 500 Monte Carlo replications per
condition (N=12; K € {0, 4, 8}; d € {1, 2, 3}), three findings emerge. First, digital search yields
increasing marginal returns as environmental complexity (K) rises. Second, centralization
increasingly outperforms decentralization as d grows—the gap reaches 10.7 percentage points of

normalized fitness at K=8, d=3 (p<0.001). Third, under periodic landscape shocks, centralized high-

d firms recover fastest. These results challenge the popular “digital = flat” hypothesis and
suggest that in highly coupled industries, digital investment should be paired with strong central
coordination.

Keywords: Digital transformation; NK model; Fitness landscape; Organizational structure;

Exploration-exploitation; Computational experiment
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1. 5|5

L 1IBIRAER

Frr AR CUSON ARE B R HORZ DU 20 fH4D 90 FEARLISK, W Err b AT A
W TR AN IFIER” MRS . RIS RET ERP FEBNLHRE, MEEE K
s 5N TR GERIGE, By O A B H LR A% 0 .

S, KEAAAERER” FOKIX” EidHdr. ZEBINMETEHL 70%0E I H Ak Fi
Mk H AR B BT A EBNBEBSISGHEEOR, A D2 G 50K 1 B A2 AR A0 23 g D 1
LR BIR A RFA O RE FT o TR O ) A SN B B s 5 C—— R8T 1975 SRR W] 1 BB ARML, (B
T B LA GRS BT B AR 28 TR OB, X387 HoRAES” 57 ALK IR GERS I R
AREDEIAE R IUN S, & B A NAE S PSR .

1. 2 WF5¢ e R
T LIRS NS, AR =A% 0 )

RQ1 GABEENAE):  EARE RN F AT, B R RE ST 38 580t A SO AE (] Ff R

LR ?

RQ2 (HHULHCYED: R BTN R T, SRS 70 BRI BELS K S REARE " Ja) i feflt
BB 2 Hod st ?

RQ3 (EhAEFEIE): WD RIZE G MM, Hoa S am A R AE T i 4l A2 75 R B S AU
JSIRES1?

1. 3 R A TTHER

A F DT ILAE =N R B —, EEIRUM B, AR RN IT B BN R
HBEAZ . A, A TR AR ESIAA. B, EE L, B EUTEALRE e SO NK B R
)7 WERY” 28, ik TR T S SO S RN R R . =, ELEk b, \r 7T
ARG MR P P SRS LI R R, PRk T 7 A R FEURPAL” BfE Sk, NEHE
TR T ETAT B R L RS T HESE .
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2. CERZRIR

BRI R AT T =AM B . 56— BLLABT ISR (RBV) SN#%.0r (Barney, 1991), ik
BT PR B SE G LA RIR . X — WA B G B B i B IR PR ——4 T 5 5% 4 5 # A A
TASERR LR, AR LA B AN A B 22 S AL KU

BB B LA RE /IR AR Teece (2007) B” JREN - FIUIX - Fefb” HELE ORI RRE 53T BHURIC
BEIAETT. Vial (2019) FSCHREEA TR BT LR R TR AR RE I RS ER . ENEHRIERSH
B (2020) WNEC P2 BHALA M 1 AL BRAS S (1 2 SR L], SRR 5 EC T BOR M P R4 2
PRSI R B 25 (BB REIMEZRNS ” RET ST AE A RIS 2% N (K B AR LA 7 SR = HG 2

Z)

MBI R ARE” WA, AR Simon  (1955) A PREMEEL AT March  (1991) ()
RE - FIFFER . Simon 48 H A HILRE I AU A% O BR 2 A FRIAAIRE 0 F 15 BACEL S st iX—
T WA SRR A el SO A7 R IR B8 TIOWEERT . March #E— B4R, HAH TR0
ik I TR FH B KR R0 SR BB T eV RN P A o B A B (0 S5 B E 2 4k J Ak 78 3R
W23 ) rh RS R AR, PRGEEE IR R IR A . Coase  (1937) HIAZ 5y A TG G 7=, FEARLEREAGAH
FAE Sy FCAS 4 [ BN R B30 A 3R B I BOAS , RTG53 8 [ 5 T e B ) e P4k, T A 2%
WL . BREIESRI (2020) 7RI R B2 AL AR I AL SVE RNt g i f ity 280 7 28 BT R LR AL
5opEg ik,

NK Ay Kauffman (1993) $2i1, JEE N CEFRECED K RIS Zim M- 508 21 U7 X 22 0
(3E N S E &R o Levinthal (1997) #5 25l N B, R A lb s AL A5 D9 38 B R 55 08B i€ 1L AT
No HAZORDUE: IR, Al ARt AEE 2 & /R it—& —IRE K/N
{IERETET D WS

FEULEERS B, Rivkin (2000) UER] 1 i KB T 52 2% SEBEHE DL B . Rivkin 5 Siggelkow (2003) 4%
T ARV R SR TR, R TRI 0 B K ST, Siggelkow 5 Levinthal
(2003) #E— B LA THEM. B %0 JE4” (Reintegration) =R ZRLEKY, RIS IR
TR AR IR AR B ——IX — RN AL G54 - HRBEICHEL” it 7 B R it S oK.

AW TAAAEND EEZSR O 55—, BUr R 5 H LS5 58 R M SAEDE T 2 R 1 g S Rk i 1
ihs TR AR, A A R R R AR . 2R, SEARTTUR T L B0 NK R
MR RS, IF RGN L SR M ILEC RN . ASHT 7T 1L BANE — 38 U 2 H
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3. 1 AR RE EH BRI

K = ORF, SRR, ARSI E 2R R, AR E. 4
K 3R, SO AR 2 0, ARk Z B N Rl et SRR R AR ol aehs ” ol <RI
RREL L, RO mAL I . DR

Hl:  Br e RAE (D XS LR BE K G0 im 3 9 .

3. 2 HR LR TR

ESREERTS, BT R E S, 24K > 0, FIT A k5 Al i 5 20 & 5
FRIT B I4RE, FIKk”7 &N (Rivkin & Siggelkow, 2003). B KM d BRERAEITEAK K
BELER, MEREIIE T ENgEWELERENERES R, N T, 5
Jlid

H2a: 7Em KRB, EREEMILT 0B

H2b:  ERIGTRARABE d BRI K (G50 X B P AL IE RAS BN .

3. 3 BIFAFE T BB
FEBASF, JFAT 10 R R B e AT BRI PR b e 1 SR R0 B K AR 20 A2 ok b BE PRI 38T 57 0L
HHE AL R N X3 A

H3:  FA&ATK d ML AESh A b e B B S & S BE 7T

EHERESTY
Ein | 53i%
1
! H2a,H2Zb
:
BHFIRTEHE (d) H1$+) ik £ 54
d =1 (%K), 2, 3 (BF1k) H—iEEIEE F/F*
MREF
HiRERE (K) BN RS
K =0(@Es), 4 (FF), HA: i S E RIS
8 (=)

B 1 SRS S BB &
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4. {RRIM R
4. INK &R =M
K H Kauffman (1993) [ NK #5858 Ab g3 ik 2 e Xy — gkl 1) =«
X = (X1,Xp, .., Xy), X; €{0,1}, N =12 (1)
N = 12[%EZ% T Rivkin (2000) fil Rivkin 55 Siggelkow (2003) 25 M0k, 7EiHHE A
(2N = 4096 IR F] 55 28 I IE 22 SR B L) 55 AL I SERUASE 2 A R A~ T . IR R L BEK €
{0,4,8} . HEAKEREN:

N
1
F(x) = Nz fi (xi'xneighbor(i)) (2)
i=1

HAfFMENUT0, 1RSI HEL, LKA H . BAER i K MUENERN — I ER PRI
L
4. 2 BEOLTEEN
4.2.1 AR MAUHERPLEE (D

Her AR SRR R AT do AERRD AL R AT IR R IR A0 2 H(x,x') < d, HHHA
WEEE . WEd = 1 Gk, 12 MEE). d = 2 (78 M) Fld = 3 (298 M. #E
FyRR At BE_ T (Steepest Ascent Hill Climbing): 7EFATA i 2 5514 HOAT JE e 508 B B e
o AR T AReRE W), &L,

4, 2.2 WA R, HIIRHLE
MR PRSI A N AN EE, B RIENEF(X).

SRS RE R F A (M = 2). Agent A FeHl{x,,..,xe)» Agent B i
{x7, ., X12}o JRIERIE S E E XN :
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1 6
FA (X) = gz fL (xi' xneighbor(i))'
i=1

(3)
12
1
Fg x) = EZfL (xi'xneighbor(i))
i=7

TE B F M TR T 28 NN ERAPIRES (BN K > 0 PR i (O4RJE 7T el il 7,
HAEA Agent (UAEXUE H CERN I E R . RAFFFIRZE (Sequential Update): 5 A J5 B RUi#%H
N R RGN, BRI A B (Siggelkow & Levinthal, 2003).

4. 2. 3 i B E 5 50E

HSEHGHAT 500 IREEFRIRERL. B8N (1D MIVERSEMSVIRE: (2) &b EE
ZHBWSEGA B AEE (54 200 27, 204 300 25); (3) OHEDENE, ShASLIaENE 50 5
ShdE R R e € {0.2,0.4} 04 H &= HrihEL

BORIGAE: DN AR FP I IERATE, FATE GBI T Levinthal (1997) FFELLE R, f£d = 1.
R ZEMT, K = O rA B 2R &L (F/F* = 1.000), K HREIH— L& R AT
F% (K = 4WF/F* = 0.917, K = 8KF/F* = 0.874), 5 Levinthal % fISIGIRE - SU6 A%

a5 — 2.

5. i BSEW 54 R0
5.1 KK—: IBRERRERAUMRNE

F1 M TR ERE (F/F*) (M. 95%E(EIX 1A LA GE i gs i, 7ERI I (K =
0) i, i KNS E SRR (F/F7 = 1.000). K&K = 0 FUWAKEEER: MERmTEE
I, AN B AL AL S A, AR R S T ik A R A AR

kK d A - (95% C) A1 £ (95% CI) AC-D)
0 1 1.000 (0. 000) 1.000 (=£0.000) 0. 000
0 2 1.000 (0. 000) 1.000 (%£0.000) 0. 000
0 3 1.000 (+£0.000) 1.000 (+£0.000) 0. 000
4 1 0.917 (£0.003) 0.883 (£0.004) 0. 0353k
4 2 0.958 (=£0.002) 0.891 (40.004) 0. 067k

%1E*%ﬁﬁﬁ(£%am%%%%%ﬁm
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EA 1 (95% CD) 44 L (95% D) AC-D)
0.976 (£0.002) 0.886 (40.004) 0. 089k
0.874 (£0.004) 0.828 (40.005) 0. 046k
0.925 (£0.003) 0.855 (40.005) 0. 070%sk
0.954 (£0.002) 0.847 (£0.005) 0. 1075k

TE: 95% CI NIMEMIEASXIE (£1.96 X SE). sekfRER - SR ZERRIMAIFEA t K36p <

0.001.
%1E~%ﬁ&§(§xamﬁ%%%%ﬁm (8
BEE K BN, B e 2RO DUERREAH], K = 4 d N TIEZE 3, F/F”

M0.917 F+2 0.976 (+6.4%); K = 8HF[FEFER d FEFFHTRM 0. 874 £ 0. 954 [UEKFE (+9. 1%), ZEF44
fEp < 0.001KF B8, XRPREE I, e eg i mRsoc. Hl 5385 E.

Mean Fitness

0.50 —— d=1 (Traditional) < = d=1 (Traditional) | —— d=1 (Traditional)
! e d=2 (Digital) —— d=2 (Digital) —— d=2 (Digital)
—— d=3 (Advanced Digital) —— d=3 (Advanced Digital) —— d=3 (Advanced Digital)

0 10 20 30 40 50 0 10 20 30 40 50 0 10 20 30 40 50

B 2 @ B WSO (BRARLEE R, 500 UORAIMAME, BRSO IY 73 AL

5.2 LU —. HRGHMIATIML

® 1 MAC — DYFI 7R TIEMI R, £ K = 4 BB, SR - 0 BZEEEM d = 1 #F1 0. 035
PREd=3010.089 (FK2.675); fEK = 8HMO0.046 F K% 0.107 (F K 2.3 5. FraER
B p < 0.001 /KF EEE.

S5 RS R AE TIE R L (Rivkin & Siggelkow, 2003). ZEAMEEHI R, Agent A
WAEAELZER (KD, 2@ KSR B MSREEM. B MK EIEREE R AN A, XFh” 28 HE
%" (Oscillatory Interference) ‘FEUHLEZ ARl thla] R ZBEIR. AL 4R RS
—fRAk, RIRNAL T 1 IRI S

ﬁ%%%%%%ﬂ%mEK::ST%%%:WWﬁd::2%%@08%,@Ed::3ﬁT%§
0.847. XXM BHLFAFAE—A" SERRBE” , BT ZBEEE, BP R R AT SGE S,
ST AR % . H2a AT H2b $145 357
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K = 0 (Simple) K = 4 (Medium) K = 8 (Complex)
1.004 I i |
“é‘o.gs- 1 / |
;5: 090 - Centr.lhz.ed
E X 4 Decentralized g mmm e >
T e B n
2 ="
080 e o Cacroes
1 2 3 1 2 3 1 2 3
Bl 3 St X R PRI BN, H— & N EF/F*)
5.3 LW=: FHEFMN THREEHE
K d  ##(a=0.2) SR (a =0.2) SR (a=0.4) SR (a =0. 4)
0 1 0. 665 0. 665 0. 660 0. 662
0 2 0. 663 0. 666 0. 666 0. 667
0 3 0. 663 0. 664 0. 665 0. 664
4 1 0.710 0. 684 0.710 0. 681
4 2 0.743 0.692 0. 740 0. 688
4 3 0.756 0.691 0. 755 0. 688
8 1 0. 687 0. 662 0. 685 0. 656
8 2 0.725 0.672 0.724 0.670
8 3 0.752 0.670 0. 752 0. 668

T b AERE 50 R IR, o DIl R R Ak EAL B I 5% H LA
R 2BNAEFNIE: IR EIERNFE (500 RABHUIMED
PIASTE E BE E I r BE B, RIS RAARMENE. TEK = 0PRSS RULTEZES, (H
K = 8 NEM+d = 3MFHERE (0.752) ail+d = 3(0.668) 5 12. 6%—— i lEE N
0.2 0.4, X—NAMREHRFIRE.

HAAEERE, EE d A5 EEERBURMERK: K =8, d = 3% F, al 0.2 HE
0. 4 &M E RFE 0. 001, MHELZ R, WS RBUEME T = CRBE 0. 002 - 0. 003), IXFRHER =
Bl A BA A BE NI . H3 BRI 0 3k & d BE RN B R L f Ak
.
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K=0, Centralized K=4, Centralized K=8, Centralized
0.85 0.85 0.85
0.80 0.80 0.80
075 1 075 (YT VY ACONIT | 075 { ey A ey o
I & . ¥ i | / M%Mf‘e{lj\/\\‘ ~y{/\~.«u~ A AAANAY
o W ] PP A pa At
ﬁ .70 0:20 ( o = Vw‘ G Y 7\. s 070 AN AWPARA W A Ay, AN
s | fr ’V' i “):' 1" ' el abiee
/
& 065 0.65 0.65 ! !
= 0.60 0.60 0.60
0.55 0.55 0.55
0.50 a=1 | 0.50 a1 | 0.50 =1
aw2 w2 de2
)
0.45 T 0.45 0.45
0 50 100 150 200 250 300 0 50 100 150 200 250 300 0 50 100 150 200 250 300
Time Step Time Step Time Step
K=0, Decentralized K=4, Decentralized K=8, Decentralized
0.85 0.85 0.85
0.80 0.80 0.80
0.754 0.75 0.75
§ 0.70 4 0.70 0.70
E prve “ oha d e e T
£ 0659 [ | & {4 T ¥ ) 0.65 0.65
= 0.60 4 0.60 0.60
0.55 4 0.55 0.55
0.50 4 d=11 050 d=11 050
du2 de2
0.45 0.45 0.45
0 50 100 150 200 250 300 0 50 100 150 200 250 300 0 50 100 150 200 250 300

Bl 4 S FENEN T (a = 0.4, BZbRiEMT R D

5. 4 RIS
NIAEZ OSSR AT 452 S HE, TATEEAT 17 LR Bk e

FRGMSEAORN: A7 b ETH” B O BIREEE”  (First Improvement, I MNEALAL
JERIREE) . AR BRI Tl d HEER K REP IR EZ T RGN, S
FE d = 3 IR I R G FRIRE B o X 2 ) 46 SR Il b R s 4 R VIR B)

KAEZESAL: AN TK € (2,6, 10} =K. 4P R 2D ISR, TRAABIER, il
T KBRS B A E S

SR RIRUS S . I REERLREN 500 BEH0ZE 1000, . OFEERIASALIE BEASEE 0. 002, FRifEiR
WAEZ) 30%, HhiA 500 AL SRR A GRS

6. &5t

A SR OEAR TTRRE TH T — MRS TER " R - 4507 UCECAESE, [BIR7 1 4040804k
— MR, LB PEL (Contingency Theory) SRiAZE MM SHIEILHS, (HE/DiHieHE AR
XHUCEE XK AT EH . Siggelkow 5 Levinthal (2003)$2H 77 %60 a7 W R SR, KRl
ZRITTREEENA M. AW TR TX— R e . BIMEAE [ — B A0, UK i 2 R o B3
A7 R vs AL R ARIE R
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EIRE, AWPFiiER T DEER AR Borfe CERE & AR IEBBOR T H R 45
MR SRS, d R EER OV I i) & RHE RS £ BT, d IR RN
JEI T R IIA) R SRR o IR ARRS BRI T NK AR (B G5 —— 25 8 ) (A A K R, &80
M7 g7 EERERITRER” BIR7 .

X7 ey R SR E IE

A B UR AL BTAT RO S AE AR RTIR 2 b 4L B AUR (R B AR K
Ao PRIMAHE AR, R EHAEE, WA OGS SAIEFERE BIR . RIERES R 1Ak AT T
HSRIERAE S, HRZ ERVER PRI, SRR AT a2 TR S RN M AR LA ——IX

AT FRUEIRT .

PR, SO HERA IR IR BIZAE BT A AL S5 (R R i B R AT ML A R SRR & o IRRS & 4Tk
(& KO BP R SE SR M T 508G R E Tk Gar KO mf, 80w A S 285K B 9 1) £ 7 1
P, EFHER” BTG LR RE” o X RITESER A BRG] HENTEROR E T
FERC AL, ABAE B PSR R T DR R RS BURFAE

B TONE BE R T — B TS Wi LRAE S

IEABAATIL CRUEALIIIE . S0, RERIEK): SRS T 7040 B FUTHE, ST (LR BR 05
BRfiG, HUHIRN. RIEIRTHE HRCE.

R AT (Rl RGP . BRE, XK BRI IMER K, (BRI 5 AU R R
KM RNLBIAC S . B H R -TACEE mT REE 5 S o AR DR g 2 4R TR SR R I, ) P 8
GEIPNGIP SV e UL S UIE L

B FEIE T NK AL SEI B R T = MO M. B, BE R OIE R A ISR K =
8 d M 1 B 3FIH— &M EEHRT 9. 1 M E AL (p < 0.001), 1K = 0 KH4&AANE. B, HH
CER R BTSN CBR  AR R BEA - A BUERERE d 2RI, AR E IR R . 5
=, RSB TG AR BN A PR T R I B R

WEERIR: (DN = 120 M = 2 ECERIL 7 HSEHBINE M (2) IR RNE T k3
AR S (3) HRPAE d AMERE, REEMEIEHBEH R TN (40 BACRHA
5 BRA G5 BRI L LI A

HREH, AHETUR A A TSR SEIHE S S TR U 5T 5 BREE I 1 SCSC M At 5 2 T84T A A 2 22
W7, R VRN RS BLSERR ISR I 7 = k. 2R, e ALEE R & BT B DSRAT 9 It
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ARG SR R AR IE N KA, TAEAE S BAR IR T /5% BRI 435 5 SURCE M 1 BE R
Wiy, JXAPBOA L AN TR Agent A 15 Agent B HYSERRE 7 ) R Gt (i B A B B0 E 1) B E T HBR A
ST A 73 BUEE A A S 5 T B SURCR B LA T s ISR R o 58—, BRI TIRE B A FRAE LS
LR A——A BT8R JCIE e B B AT AR SRS SRR B RN, S DASRAS S 42w
2R F (x) 53X 15 BB S S B S 108 R LU ASE R 20 e ) SE e /4 . BE LR AR AR
Wk, CIEREM R DUR AT RER S B PR At — P UK. B =, HMEEAERA T, JURE A
IR AR (Simon, 1955), H “&JRfR” b LRETAZEE BRI, "TREEL
S 72 5 2L S T R A TR P TN ) e SRy e e - SR BT 5 ASHIT T T 4R s B4 e ) 0 i G ) 4 ) e
A8 R I LA B Ay — R 2 IR ——E 2l TR RS S N A S BT R
FOTERAE RONE, T HEAE FCSAR B2 A SRR PO 32 BIBGA 148 15 2 HRS 5 BB 1 R GV E A . X
—Z BRI UHMEAE TR TN, MAE TS sk “45H) - BEHRIC " SR UL MK S 35K
PR

ARKTTE: (1D SIAGERERL. PG+ G 5 TR H LS, (2) K d WOINERRE, RFIR
BEHEBRBE A, (3) WELZ MV RABEET (ABD, FHEERMHA GROBRL; (4) 4
B RS AL B R A AT R R

fE BRI, R R NS BARAT AL e i 2% A2 B R i B AR S S AL
RS PRIT. H— RTEZRERNAEN: BT d POMESEL R A A BBt i
BEE AT BB, R RE DR R SRUR RS MBI 54 & . ARRWT T T S AL
i, # d soE NHARTISE (ISR TAT WA HER 21 S R R PR “RE” ) Bh s
e SR LA PR A, REMIARAL “EM R AT, BRAAMAESURE J) N SR d BT A AR
RN X0 AT B T 2N m A A R “ LIS R, R B ORI AT R e
N7 SRR H =, BT BT A HE: AWER K. d SHLAEMSECR MR E0E, BT
AN PR, R TSR . RORIIE TE T 4 A BARAT L Y SRR BEAT S B il SR ——
BN, 8N R ERIEESOCAIZIEBIR, ARV AR . L SO 5 A U [ rh U 47 ML PR D SR
K G TTHN G Bl 5 MU SR AR Y R A2 ds IR DU AT 22 AL I T U 5
AER A AL il BR2GH A, RRIE A FATML ISR 77 X —J5 PR A ROR & i AR
SPbSEE 2 [ A, ST SR AT 52 W L .
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